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New York, NY – Greenwich House Pottery is pleased to announce Ellen Robinson as
our current Fellow. Ellen is a New York based artist who has been working in clay
since graduate school at SVA. Her approach to clay is intuitive but not to say stream
of consciousness. Her three-dimensional forms are more like receptacles for
thoughts than some form of expressionist sculpture. Her pieces are sublime organic
gardens – nature overtaking some forgotten object or piece of detritus, like lichen
upon a stone, or coral on the sea bed. Each piece, though different in scale and
arrangement, all contain an essential sense of themselves, organisms breathing new
life into an inanimate object.
“The work is meant to suggest interior landscapes, archaic fragments or trash from
outer space. Flat-footed forms constructed with slabs and coils are covered in an
accumulation of decorative detritus. The pieces are made in low-fire ceramics, with
monochromatic black or white glaze, which obscures the forms, creating a kind of
mutability. The black addresses what is hidden and hard to describe — a visible trace
of an invisible thing. The white is lightness and feathery turning, subtracting the
weight of the murky dark.”
Ellen Robinson lives and works in the Bushwick area of Brooklyn. She received her
undergraduate degree from Sarah Lawrence and an M.F.A. from the School of Visual
Arts, where she began working in ceramics. She has been an artist-in-residence at
the Henry Street Settlement and has shown her work at galleries such as Alona
Kagan Gallery, One Main Street Gallery and Diamantina Gallery. She is currently the
Director of Press and Publications at Cheim & Read, where she has edited numerous
catalogues and books, including Louise Bourgeois: Suspension, Jenny Holzer: Dust
Paintings and Danto on Scully.
Our residencies foster an artist’s development by providing time, space and material
in the center of the art world. The resident has access to a shared private studio
space (20” x 17’) during the Pottery’s regular business hours, free stocked clay,
access to gas and electric firings.
Ellen Robinson’s Fellowship will run from March 24 – May 19, 2017.
Greenwich House Pottery, a non-profit (501 c3) organization, is New York City’s
premier ceramic facility. Founded in 1909 to teach immigrants a marketable skill in
the spirit of the Arts & Crafts Movement to promote the handmade as an alternative
to industrialization. Currently, the Pottery is comprised of an educational facility,
fabrication space, Residency Studio and gallery.
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